
If your child, or anyone in your household, is displaying symptoms of Covid-19, please do not send them to school 

 

Most of the details you will need for the return to school in Patrician Primary School are contained in the principal’s 

letter of August 17th. Please read this carefully. Available here: 

https://www.patricianprimaryschool.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Principal-Letter-to-Parents-Aug-17th.pdf 

 

Also useful may be the FAQ on the school website. Available here 

https://www.patricianprimaryschool.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Patrician-Primary-Parents-FAQs-20-08-20.pdf 

 

24th August 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

The Board of Management and School Staff are looking forward to welcoming all our pupils back to school on 

Tuesday next, 1st September. 

I can assure you that we have control measures in place and we will be doing all that we can to ensure that the 

return to school is a safe and enjoyable experience for your children. It will take some time for all of us to get used to 

the “new circumstances” as we become familiar with the new routines and procedures designed to keep everyone 

safe and to prevent the spread of the virus. There will, undoubtedly, be some unforeseen challenges and we will deal 

with these as they arise.  

Some of the work done includes the following: 

 Adopting a Covid-19 Policy  

 Furniture has been removed from classrooms to create as much physical space as possible 

 ‘Pods’ have been set up in all rooms 

 Break times have been staggered 

 Covid-19 induction training has been provided for all staff 

 Hand sanitisers have been installed in all classrooms and throughout the school 

 An enhanced cleaning regime throughout the school has been implemented 

 An isolation area for students/staff who display Covid-19 symptoms during the day has been identified 

 Covid-19 risk assessments have been carried out 

 Signage encouraging good hand hygiene, sneeze/cough etiquette have been displayed 

 PPE supplies have been delivered 

 Entrance/Exit gates and doors have been identified for all classes 

Re-opening the school safely will require the co-operation of all members of our School Community – Board of 

Management, school staff, pupils and, perhaps most importantly, parents and guardians. We will all be called on to 

play our part in ensuring that re-opening of the school is done in a safe manner which prevents the spread of the 

virus and allows your children to return to leaning and socialising in the classroom.  

You, as a parent/guardian have perhaps the most important role to play in making the re-opening as safe and 

sustainable as possible. I would ask that you teach and encourage correct hand washing and cough/sneeze etiquette 

with your child. We have found that encouraging children to sing ‘Happy Birthday’ twice in their heads will pretty 

much amount to the time that it takes to wash their hands correctly. I have heard children advised to ‘Cough Like 

Batman’ (into their elbow) if they do not have a tissue to cough into.  Simple things like this may be effective with 

your child. 
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Whilst I know I am repeating myself here, I feel that the following message is very much worth repeating: If your 

child, or anyone in your household, is displaying symptoms of Covid-19, please do not send your child to school. 

This is the number one thing we can do to keep the virus out of schools and, by extension, out of our wider 

community.  

Parents/Guardians are requested not to come onto the school playgrounds or into the school building unless it is 

essential, both on September 1st and into the future. Basically, the fewer people we have coming into the school, the 

safer it is. I hope no one takes that personally, it is not meant so and it is a measure to make the school safer for your 

children. If you do need to come into the school, now or in the future, please phone the school office on 045-432174 

and make an appointment. 

We appreciate that dropping off your child on the 1st September may well be an emotional time and you may wish to 

accompany them as far as possible, but we must insist that you drop them at the gate and leave. I can assure you we 

will do the very best we can for all the children in our care. We ask for your trust. 

I would ask that parents/guardians do not congregate outside the school wall on the morning of September 1st, or 

indeed any morning. Again, I know that you may want to talk to other parents and, whilst I would encourage this, I 

would ask that you do this elsewhere. Please exercise social distancing, staying 2m from each other. Unfortunately, 

‘a quick word at the wall’ with the teacher will not be an option this year. If you need to communicate with the 

teacher, please contact the school office. Your cooperation in these matters is appreciated.  

In order to avoid congregation at the school gate, we would encourage, where safe and possible, to agree a 

departure/meeting point with your child. The Park, The Boardwalk, The Riverbank ….. these might be suggested 

meeting points that might lessen the possibility of crowds gathering at the gate.  

In the event that a child is displaying symptoms of Covid-19 in school, the child will be removed to an isolation area 

within the school. The child’s parents/guardians will then be contacted and asked to come to the school to collect 

the child as soon as possible. We are aware that, should it occur, such an incident may cause shock, worry and some 

level of panic in parents. However, we will need parents to act with a degree of urgency and to collect their child as 

soon as is possible. If parents/guardians cannot collect their child and we have to call the emergency contact, we will 

make it clear to this contact that the child is displaying Covid-19 symptoms. Obviously, some people may not be 

comfortable with this. We would ask you to consider this when asking someone to be an emergency contact. Many 

parents/guardians will have grandparents listed as emergency contacts; if these grandparents are over 70, you may 

wish to add a second emergency contact. Therefore, if it is at all humanly possible, parents/guardians are to collect 

their child themselves.  

For those parents who may wish to pay for the book rental/school fees in cash, we will have an outdoor payment 

table set up in the shed in the front yard on Saturday 29th August, 10am-4pm. Alternatively, these payments can be 

made online. Online would be preferable, if at all possible. Details are here 

https://www.patricianprimaryschool.ie/2020/07/28/databiz-online-payments-for-parents/ 

We had hoped to hold a meeting with parents/guardians of the incoming 2nd Class pupils but, with the extended 

lockdown restrictions, this just will not be possible. We hope that the information published online, along with the 

https://www.patricianprimaryschool.ie/2020/07/28/databiz-online-payments-for-parents/


FAQ facility, will have answered most of your questions or, at least, most of what you need to know to get you up 

and running.  

We have put together ‘Induction Packs’ for parents of the incoming 2nd Class pupils. These packs will be available for 

collection from 9am- 5pm on Wednesday 26th and from 9am- 5pm on Thursday 27th August from the shed in the 

staff car park (this is the yard nearest the bridge). You do not need to make an appointment. This will be a self-

service event. You can walk in to the shed and take a pack. Please know your child’s teacher’s name, as the packs will 

be according to teacher. This will be an open air event and will go ahead regardless of weather. Social distancing 

guidelines are to be adhered to. Given that the event will go on over two full days, we do not expect that there will 

be any congregation of people. (Please note: there will be a staff meeting on Thursday, so please do not drive in to 

the yard on that day. You can park outside and walk in.) 

There will be no homework given to any class for the first week. After that, homework will be phased in gradually, 

and will be light to begin with.  

There is an FAQ about reopening on our school website. If you have any questions that you want answered, please 

email them to patricianparents@gmail.com. You do not need to give your name. Most of your questions are 

probably shared by other parents and, in addressing these questions, we hope to put your mind at ease. If any of the 

questions are of a personal nature and you feel that the question, if published, would identify you or your child, 

please make this clear in the email and we will get back to you. But I imagine most questions you might have will be 

general in nature. When we have the FAQ ready, we’ll text you a link. We’ll try to update it regularly. That email 

address again is patricianparents@gmail.com not the normal school email address. 

We are looking forward to seeing all your children again on Tuesday, September 1st. 

Meanwhile, I’m off to Clifden. I’ve been invited to a golf dinner ….. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

John O’ Donovan 

Principal 

 

The following websites provide further information on COVID-19 and on government advice and recommendations 

regarding the re-opening of schools: - 

 https://www.education.ie/en/covid-19/ 

 https://www2.hse.ie/coronavirus/ 

 https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/a128d-back-to-school/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/backtoschool/ 

 

https://www.education.ie/en/covid-19/
https://www2.hse.ie/coronavirus/
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/a128d-back-to-school/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/backtoschool/
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