
August 17th 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I hope this message finds you well. As the planned re-opening of schools approaches, I hope to lay out some of 

the details of what school will look like when we re-open on the 1st September. I hope these details will allow 

you to make whatever plans you may need to and to allow you to maybe get one or two things for your child's 

school bag.  

Many of these things may seem small, but they all have a part to play. The return to school is, like any big job, 

just quite a lot of small things. We will keep all of our procedures under review. 

This is quite a lengthy and detailed message and I would ask that you read it carefully. Hopefully it answers at least some 

of the questions that you undoubtedly have. If you can take on board what is written in this letter, I think that 

would be enough for now. 

I have a lot of sympathy for parents with children in different schools; I know you are probably feeling bamboozled and 

overwhelmed by the details given to you from the different schools. No two schools are exactly alike and each 

school must, to some extent, adapt the Government’s guidance to fit their own personal circumstance. But I 

know from being in contact with other schools that each school is doing the very best they can to make the 

new school year as safe as possible for their students and staff. 

Website FAQ;  submit your questions 

We will be publishing an FAQ about reopening on our school website. If you have any questions that you want 

answered, please email them to patricianparents@gmail.com. You do not need to give your name. Most of 

your questions are probably shared by other parents and, in addressing these questions, we hope to put your 

mind at ease. If any of the questions are of a personal nature and you feel that the question, if published, 

would identify you or your child, please make this clear in the email and we will get back to you. But I imagine 

most questions you might have will be general in nature. When we have the FAQ ready, we’ll text you a link. 

We’ll try to update it regularly. That email address again is patricianparents@gmail.com not the normal school 

email address.  

Induction day, September 1st 

Sept. 1st: The first day of school will be an 'Induction Day'. The point of an Induction Day is to ease the 

transition back to school and to show the pupils the route from the gate to their seat in the class. If we have all 

360 children arriving at 9:10 am on the first day, we may be overwhelmed, the children may become 

disoriented, and that may compromise your child’s safety and the safety of our staff. We feel that this 

approach will allow a more relaxed and safer return. The teacher will run through some of the basics of 

classroom procedure and perhaps break time procedure. 

The children should bring their school bag on this day, even if it is empty; try to make the day as 'normal' as 

possible. They will not need a snack, lunch or a drink on this day. 
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This is the timetable for Sept. 1st.  

If possible, children should leave the bikes/scooters at home on this day: this will make the entrance route just 

that bit easier to follow. 

6th classes:  

Arrive between 9:10-9:20am. Enter via the Big Sliding Gate at the basketball yard. Go straight to their 

classroom, entering the building through their designated door. Home time on this day only: 11:00 am 

5th classes:  

Arrive between 9:40-9:50am. Enter via the Small Single Gate. Go straight to their classroom, entering the 

building through their designated door. Home time on this day only: 11:30 am  

4th classes:  

Arrive between 10:10-10:20am. Enter via the Big Sliding Gate at the basketball yard. Go straight to their 

classroom, entering the building through their designated door. Home time on this day only: 12:00 noon 

3rd classes:  

Arrive between 10:40-10:50am. Enter via the Main Gate. Go straight to their classroom, entering the building 

through their designated door. Home time on this day only: 12:30 pm 

2nd classes:  

Arrive between 12:50-1:00pm. Enter via the Main Gate. Go straight to their classroom, entering the building 

through their designated door. Home time on this day only: 2:10 pm.  

With this timetable in place, we can ‘free up’ staff to be in position at the entrance gates and entrance doors 

to direct children to their classrooms.  

We will have all staff available for the 2nd Class children when they arrive in their new school. 

It is vital that children do not arrive at school too early for their timetabled slot. We do not want children 

hanging around for long periods in the yard waiting for their timetabled slot. Please ensure that your child 

arrives as close to their timetabled slot as possible.  

The first day will be ‘all hands on deck’ for our staff. There will an almost constant flow of children in and out 

of the school. Please do not seek to enter the school to pay for book rental and/or school fees on this day. 

Your cooperation on this matter is appreciated. 

Sept 2nd onwards 

We looked at having staggered starts/finishes but it was felt that this would only add to the traffic chaos on 

Chapel Lane. Parents waiting to drop off a 'later' child would, naturally, be occupying car-park spaces; traffic 

would be moving in two directions along the narrow Chapel Lane, with children and parents walking across 

the road; all in all, we think it would create a lot of problems and we are confident that we can handle a single 

start time, given that the Induction Day will 'smooth' out the entrance process. Staggered starts might also 

prove difficult for parents with siblings in different class standards.  

For all 3rd to 6th Classes, the school day will be as normal, 9:10 am - 2:50 pm. 

For all 2nd Classes, we will have a slightly different day, I’ll explain below. 
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2nd Classes Schedule on Weds Sept 2nd, Thursday Sept 3rd and Friday Sept 4th 

For these three days, the 2nd Classes will operate on the following timetable: 

Start Time: 9:30 am-9:40 am (try to arrive in this ten-minute window; no earlier, no later)  

Hometime: 2:30 pm 

We think this makes sense for these days, as it will allow the 2nd Class children to enter and exit the school in a 

more relaxed fashion, as there will not be another 300 children entering/exiting at the same time, which may 

be somewhat overwhelming for the 2nd Class children. They have enough to get used to, without being 

possibly confused by the older children going in all sorts of directions.  

From Monday 7th Sept., the 2nd Classes will operate on the ‘normal’ school schedule of 9:10am-2:50pm. 

Travel to School 

The Government are encouraging parents to facilitate their children walking, cycling or scooting to school. We 

would very much support this. The risk of catching the virus in the open air on a walk to school is low. 

Walking/cycling/scooting has the added bonus of being a more predictable travel time. If you drive, it might 

take you 5 minutes, or it might be 25 minutes. If you walk, the journey time will be roughly the same every day 

and you can time it to arrive in school close to 9:10am. 

Whilst we obviously don’t want children late for school, we also don’t want them to arrive too early and be 

hanging around the yard.  

For the first day, and the first week if possible, we would ask that children do NOT cycle/scoot to school. This 

is to remove the hassle of them having to lock their bike/scooter and then possibly getting confused about 

their entrance route. From Monday 7th Sept., they should be well used to their entrance route and 

incorporating a trip to the bike shed should be more manageable. 

Entrance gates  

The children should enter the school grounds via their appointed gate. 

Please note that there is no entrance/exit for children/parents via the staff car park.  

Parents/Guardians are asked to maintain a 2m distance from others as they drop off their children. This may 

require some patience and cooperation from all. 

We would ask that parents/guardians do not block the entrance gates or the footpath outside the school. We 

understand that parents may be curious about what is happening in the school, for the first few days at least, 

but we would ask that you are considerate of others and do not loiter at the gate. As I write this, I realise that 

that line sounds somewhat harsh and cold; it is not meant to be. I know parents/guardians may be anxious 

about how their child fares with the return, but I do ask for your co-operation on this point, hard and all as it 

may be. If I may, with apologies, put it bluntly, it is a case of drop your child and go. 
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2nd Class:  

Enter at the main gate, at the pedestrian crossing. For the first few days, there will be a chalk line that leads to 

their entry door to the building.  

Miss O' Sullivan's Class: Enter the yard and go right, down to the Stage Hall door (down near the Staff Car 

park). 

Miss Golden's Class: Enter the yard and go right, down to the Stage Hall door (down near the Staff Car park). 

Miss Ryan's Class: Enter the yard and go right, down to first ramp door.  

 

3rd Class:  

Enter at the main gate, at the pedestrian crossing. For the first few days, there will be a chalk line that leads to 

their entry door to the building.  

Miss O' Rourke's Class: Enter the yard and go right, down to first ramp door.  

Mr. Delaney's Class: Enter the yard and go straight ahead, to the front door.  

Mr. Ryan's Class: Enter the yard and go straight ahead, to the front door.  

  

4th Class:  

Enter at the sliding gate to the Basketball Yard. For the first few days, there will be a chalk line that leads to 

their entry door to the building.  

Mr. Fogarty's Class: Enter the yard and go straight ahead, to the bus yard door (where the children park their 

bicycles).  

Miss O' Shea's Class: Enter the yard and go straight ahead, to the bus yard door (where the children park their 

bicycles).  

Mrs. Howell's Class: Enter the yard and go straight ahead, to the bus yard door (where the children park their 

bicycles).  

  

5th Class:  

Enter at the small gate. For the first few days, there will be a chalk like that leads to their entry door to the 

building.  

Miss Wright's Class: Enter the yard and go right, to the nearest ramp (the ramp in the front yard). 

Miss Bridge's Class: Enter the yard and go right, to the nearest ramp (the ramp in the front yard). 

Mr. Tooher's Class: Enter the yard and go right, to the nearest ramp (the ramp in the front yard). 

  



5 

 

6th Class:  

Enter at the sliding gate in the basketball yard. For the first few days, there will be a chalk line that leads to 

their entry door to the building.  

Mr. Moloney's Class:  Enter the yard and go straight ahead, up the stairs onto the platform and enter the class 

directly from here.  

Miss Branagan's Class: Enter the yard and go straight ahead, up the ramp, onto the platform and around to  

enter the class directly from here. 

Mr. O' Mahony's Class:  Enter the yard and go straight ahead, to the bus yard door (where the children park 

their bicycles). 

 

Entrance Doors  

To avoid congregations, classes will enter the building through specific doors. The children won’t know these 

doors as Door A, B, etc., but if you walk down Chapel Lane and look in, you’ll work out which door is which.  

Door A (Stage Hall Door, up near the staff car park): Miss Golden‘s 2nd Class & Miss O’Sullivan’s 2nd Class 

Door B (the door just about at the parking ticket machine on Chapel Lane): Miss Ryan’s 2nd Class & Miss 

O’Rourke’s 3rd Class 

Door C (Main Door, under the Patrician Primary School sign): Mr. Ryan’s 3rd Class & Mr. Delaney’s 3rd Class 

Door D (the door just to the left of the front yard, with a ramp leading up to it.): Miss Wright’s 5th Class, Mr. 

Tooher’s 5th Class & Miss Bridge’s 5th Class 

Door E (Back Door in the Bus and Bicycle Yard; you can’t see this from Chapel Lane, but the children will know 

it.):  Mrs. Howell’s 4th Class, Mr. Fogarty’s 4th Class, Miss O’Shea’s 4th Class & Mr. O’ Mahony’s 6th Class. 

Exterior Classroom Doors (Platform Doors, down on what we call the ‘Basketball Court’; the children will know 

it): Mr. Moloney’s 6th Class & Miss Branagan’s 6th Class.   

Sanitising:  

There will be a hand sanitising procedure set up across the school. Hand sanitisiers have been installed in all 

classrooms and sanitising will be built into the day. This will be a novelty at first, but the children will soon get 

used to it.  

It would help us greatly if you can teach your child correct handwashing and sanitising technique, not just a 

‘splash and dash’. See the HSE website here https://www2.hse.ie/wellbeing/how-to-wash-your-hands.html 

One very simple thing would be to teach your child to pull up their sleeves when they go to wash their hands. 

Very simple, but it needs teaching. 

We would ask that your child cleans their hands last thing in the morning before they leave home for school. 

Also, when they return home, they should wash their hands first thing.  

 

https://www2.hse.ie/wellbeing/how-to-wash-your-hands.html
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Class Groupings 

The incoming 2nd Class will be a blend from all the 1st Classes, as is the norm. We have consulted with St. 

Conleth’s Infants’ School and feel we have a good blend of mixed ability classes, whilst also taking into account 

children who get along with each other and the boy:girl ratio. 

All other class groupings will remain the same. No class has been split. The numbers in each class will be as 

they were last year. 

 

Pods 

A pod is a group of children who sit together in the class. Children in pods may sit within 1 metre of each 

other. This pod will be at least 1 metre from other pods. This is in line with Dept. Of Education guidance, from 

3rd - 6th Class. In 2nd Class, in line with the guidance, it is felt that children are too young to maintain physical 

distancing.  However our 2nd Classes have made the same arrangements with physical distancing as the other 

classes, but the operation of the system will be less stringent than that of other classes, given the children’s 

age. 

The class teacher will, in consultation with last year’s teacher, decide on the makeup of each pod within the 

class. The pods will be made up of children of mixed ability who we feel will get on well together. If we have to 

move children on classroom management grounds, the teacher may do this. A simple example would be if two 

children are regularly messing or distracting others; the teacher might decide to move one of these children; 

that would mean another child would also have to be moved to make space for the move. This would be a 

classroom management issue and would be done with the good of all the children in the class in mind. 

Learning must go on in the classroom.  We will not be placing children in certain pods or moving children to a 

different pod at the behest of parents on ‘Covid-19’ grounds. As I have explained, to move one child in actual 

fact means to move two: one would have to be moved to make room for the other. We will not be placing 

children in the same pod because they are “best friends”, “always in each other’s house”, “on the same bus”, 

“with the same childminder”, etc. There is a reason for this; if we start down that road and try to please 

everybody, we will end up disappointing people. It would be an impossible task. The only exception to this will 

be siblings; if we have siblings in the same class, they may be placed in the same pod. Please do not ask us to 

make any further exceptions to this.  

Children from the same class bubble but in different pods may mix in certain outdoor settings. 
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Uniforms 

There seems to be some talk in the media about uniforms and whether they need to be washed every day. We 

have received no guidance on this issue from the Dept. of Education. I am sure that if it was a health issue, the 

Dept. would have issued guidance, so this would seem to be a media-led issue. However, if it makes you feel 

more comfortable to wash the uniform every evening, we will allow children to wear their school uniform and 

their school tracksuit on alternate days. The only proviso would be that you ensure that the tracksuit is worn 

on PE days (the teacher will inform the children as to when their regular PE day is).  Just to be clear, we are not 

insisting on, advocating or otherwise promoting the daily washing of the uniform. We are just reacting to 

something that is ‘out there’ and trying to allow parents the choice to act in a way that may make them more 

comfortable.   

Please put your child’s name on each item of their uniform and any coat/hat/gloves/scarf etc. that they may 

bring to school. 

Lunch Boxes 

Again, this is much the same as uniforms. I have heard it talked about on the radio, but there has been no 

guidance from the Dept. of Education on this. Therefore, the children will bring their lunch in a lunchbox, as 

normal. All lunch ‘rubbish’ (apple cores, mandarin peels, any wrappers) or leftovers are to go home with the 

child. There will be no rubbish bin in the classroom for such items. You may wish to give your child a tea-towel 

to act as a ‘tablecloth’ for when they are eating their lunch. Again, this is something I have heard in the media 

but it is not something we have guidance on, so we are not promoting it; but if it would make you feel more 

comfortable, it shouldn’t be a problem. 

Pencil Cases 

“Should there be a pencil case for school and a pencil case for home?”. Another one that I have heard 

mentioned in the media and another one that there is no mention of in the Dept. Of Education’s guidance. I 

see no problem in your child bringing the same pencil case in/out of school, as normal. However, if it would 

make you feel more comfortable, we will certainly not object if your child has a ‘school pencil case’ and a 

‘home pencil case’. Once again, I must stress that we are in no way promoting this; I am merely mentioning it 

here as it may be something you have questions about. Try to make the pencil case as compact as possible; no 

novelty/furry items etc. The more ‘streamlined’ the classrooms and the children’s possessions are, the better. 

Sending sick children to school 

As I have stated in a previous letter, parents/guardians have perhaps the most important role in keeping the 

virus out of schools. If your child is displaying any cold, cough or flu-like symptoms whatsoever, it is 

absolutely vital that you keep your child home from school. I cannot stress this enough. It is the number one 

thing we can do to keep our pupils, staff and wider community safe. I fully appreciate that this may mean 

disruptions for you, but it is a responsibility that all parents/guardians must take seriously and I urge you to 

heed this message and act accordingly.  

See here for symptoms https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/symptoms.html 

 

 

 

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/symptoms.html
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Children who are in a ‘Very High Risk’ category 

If you have a child who is in the ‘Very High Risk’ category, it is recommended you seek advice from their 

medical team and inform the school accordingly. See here for a list of conditions that might place a person in 

the ‘Very High Risk’ category: 

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/people-at-higher-

risk.html#:~:text=Very%20high%20risk%20groups%20(extremely%20vulnerable)&text=are%20undergoing%20

active%20chemotherapy%20for,at%20any%20stage%20of%20treatment 

Children who live with someone else who is in the ‘Very High Risk’ category 

The Dept. of Education guidance makes no provision for children who live with someone who is in the ‘Very 

High Risk’ category. Therefore, it is expected that any such children would come to school ‘as normal’. This is 

not a decision made at school level; this is a Dept. Of Education decision and we have no power to change it or 

make exceptions to it. Whilst I am not a medical professional, my advice to those in such a situation would be 

to discuss your situation with your medical team. I wish I could offer a better solution than this, but I can offer 

no more than the commitment to do all we can to keep the virus out of our school and the wider school 

community. 

Meetings with Incoming 2nd Class Parents 

We hope to schedule these meetings for some time next week, 24th-28th August. The local lockdown 

restrictions have disrupted our plans in this regard, but hopefully we can get to go ahead in some shape or 

form next week. We’ll keep you posted. 

What Can I Do This Week? 

If you are in full on back-to-school mode, you could tackle the back-to-school shopping. Please consult the 

school website for the booklists issued to each class but here are some of the more common items you might 

need; normal copybooks, maths copybooks, handwriting copybooks, pencils, red pens, blue pens, colouring 

pencils, a rubber, a pencil parer, a ruler, a safety scissors (if each child has their own it would be great), a glue 

stick and, in the older classes, a calculator and a protractor. Items should be named, where possible. 

See the booklists here https://www.patricianprimaryschool.ie/parents/booklists/ 

Every child will also need one of those strong, re-usable shopping bags. Not the plastic ones, more like the 

‘woven’ ones. We have a use for these in the classrooms. 

You could pay for Book Rental (if you will be using it) and also the school fees: this can be done online. See the 

details here https://www.patricianprimaryschool.ie/2020/07/28/databiz-online-payments-for-parents/ 

You could walk down Chapel Lane with your child and familiarise yourself with their entrance gate and door. 

You could share the information in this letter with other parents. 

You could chat with your child about going back to school, looking to reassure them if necessary. 

 

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/people-at-higher-risk.html#:~:text=Very%20high%20risk%20groups%20(extremely%20vulnerable)&text=are%20undergoing%20active%20chemotherapy%20for,at%20any%20stage%20of%20treatment
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/people-at-higher-risk.html#:~:text=Very%20high%20risk%20groups%20(extremely%20vulnerable)&text=are%20undergoing%20active%20chemotherapy%20for,at%20any%20stage%20of%20treatment
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/people-at-higher-risk.html#:~:text=Very%20high%20risk%20groups%20(extremely%20vulnerable)&text=are%20undergoing%20active%20chemotherapy%20for,at%20any%20stage%20of%20treatment
https://www.patricianprimaryschool.ie/parents/booklists/
https://www.patricianprimaryschool.ie/2020/07/28/databiz-online-payments-for-parents/
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Those are some of the things you could do. I’ll end with something you most definitely should do. And that’s 

try to relax. Try not to worry about it. I have full confidence that we can reopen safely. In fact, the nearer we 

get, the more confident I become. Every day, we’re getting a little bit closer to being ready. We’ll get there, 

have no doubt about that. With your help, we’ll get your children back to school on September 1st and we’ll 

aim to keep them here until June 2021.  

Trust us, we know what we’re doing. 

 

Now, after all that, where did I leave my Piña Colada …...? 

 

Yours sincerely, 

John O’ Donovan, 

Principal 

 

The following websites provide further information on COVID-19 and on government advice and 

recommendations regarding the re-opening of schools: 

https://www.education.ie/en/covid-19/ 

https://www2.hse.ie/coronavirus/ 

https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/a128d-back-to-school/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/backtoschool/ 

 

 

https://www.education.ie/en/covid-19/
https://www2.hse.ie/coronavirus/
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/a128d-back-to-school/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/backtoschool/

