
10th August 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I hope this letter finds you well. Whilst the current Kildare lockdown has come as something of a shock and is a 

setback, we remain on course for a full return to school in September. I want to keep you up to date with some of 

what has been going on.  

We are currently working on our procedures and routines within the school to ensure that there is as much Physical 

Distancing as is possible in our building. We will apply physical distancing in a practical and sensible way, recognising 

that the learning environment cannot be dominated by a potentially counterproductive focus on this issue.  

School Furniture 

We have removed as much as we can from the classrooms to make space. We can’t expand the walls outwards, but 

we can get rid of some clutter. This has been done. 

‘Bubbles’ and ‘Pods’ 

As you will probably have heard in the national media, children may be divided into ‘Bubbles’ and ‘Pods’. This is the 

new terminology and we may as well get used to using it. A ‘bubble’ is basically a class. So, Mr. Murphy’s class is now 

a bubble. Whereas before, all the 4th classes may have done some activities together, that will not be the case this 

year. To all intents and purposes, that bubble will stick to itself. To that end, we will not split for maths this year.  

Inside the bubble, there may be ‘pods’. A pod is a group of children (usually six) who will sit together and who will 

stay in their pod while in the bubble, or classroom. The children in that pod would sit together and the pod would be 

1 metre from other pods. This system will hopefully minimise any spread of any virus.  

Entrance Gates to the School Grounds 

Each bubble will be assigned a gate to enter the school grounds. This is to minimise congregation at the school walls 

(congregation of parents as much as children!). We have the Junior Yard Gate (at the pedestrian crossing on Chapel 

Lane), the Small Gate further down Chapel Lane and the Big Slidey Gate further down again. We will let you and your 

child know which gate they should enter by in due course. This is something children should get used to very quickly. 

Entrance Doors to the School Building 

Each bubble will be assigned a door to enter the school building itself. This is to minimise traffic at the doors. We are 

in the fortunate position of having five doors that we plan to use. This should help to alleviate any congregation at 

the doors. Again, this is something children should get used to very quickly. 

Pencil Case Items 

Children should try to be as ‘self sufficient’ as they can be in terms of personal items in their pencil cases. Pencils, 

pens, rubbers, pencil parers, a ruler, their own colouring pencils/markers, a Sharpie, their own safety scissors, a glue 

stick and, for the senior classes, a calculator and a maths set like you get in those metal boxes; if your child could 

have these, it would be great. I’m afraid the days of children sharing their stuff with others is on pause for now. If 

you’re not sure what to buy, ask your child or just have a look at the back-to-school aisles in the shops; you’ll get 

plenty of ideas there. No Tipp Ex in any class please. Please put your child’s name on as many of their items as 

practicable.  

We are asking that children would have a little pack of tissues in their pencil case, or your child could have their own 

box of tissues on their desk. These may be a novelty for a few days, but that novelty will soon wear off.  

Water 

Whilst we had water fonts in previous years, we will not have them this year. Water is still the recommended drink, 

in line with the school’s Healthy Eating Policy. 

 



 

Overseas Travel 

Children who have travelled from countries not on the Green List should not attend school during the 14-day self-

isolation period.  

Hand Hygiene, Cough and Sneeze Etiquette 

Teachers will make children aware of the proper hygiene procedures regarding hand washing and hand sanitising 

and etiquette related to sneezing, coughing or spitting.  We would be grateful if you could also emphasise safe 

behaviour in this regard to your children at home as part of the preparation for returning to school. 

Children Who are Sick or Have Symptoms 

While all children will be welcome back to school, we would remind parents that, where children are displaying 

colds, coughs or flu like symptoms, they should not be sent to school.  Children who display such symptoms in 

school will be isolated and parents asked to collect them from the school. 

Further information on COVID-19 symptoms in children is available at: - 

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/if-your-child-has-symptoms.html 

 

I will be honest and tell you that we, no more than other school, will not get it perfect. If we think we can achieve 

perfection, we’ll never get anywhere and the schools will not be able to reopen. We can’t allow the perfect to get in 

the way of the good. But I can also honestly say that we are absolutely confident that we have the situation in hand. 

When you hand over your children to us in the mornings, we are expected to act as a responsible parent would. We 

take that responsibility seriously and we take the health of your children very seriously indeed. We will do our 

utmost to care for your children as you would care for them. We are doing the best that we can to ensure the health 

of your children, your families, our staff and the wider community. Your cooperation, patience and assistance is very 

much appreciated at this time.  

 

That’s all for now. Do your best to enjoy the rest of the summer and try not to be too anxious about the return to 

school. Chat with your child about it, but please don’t let it be the only thing they or you think about.  

 

Now, I’m off to Athy. I hear it’s lovely at this time of year. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

John O’ Donovan 

Principal 

 

The following websites provide further information on COVID-19 and on government advice and recommendations 

regarding the re-opening of schools: - 

• https://www.education.ie/en/covid-19/ 

• https://www2.hse.ie/coronavirus/ 

• https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/a128d-back-to-school/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/backtoschool/ 
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