
4th August 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I hope this note finds you well and that you are getting a chance to enjoy the summer as best you can.  

As you will no doubt have heard in the news, the Dept.  Of Education have published their 'Roadmap' for 

the return to school. This is a welcome announcement for all. 

Even before the announcement, we have been doing what we can in school to prepare for September. 

This has included removing as much excess furniture as can in order to make as much room within the 

walls of the school as possible. We have invested a significant amount of money already in upgrading 

the handwashing facilities in the school and we have more to do on this front. We have gone ahead and 

installed multiple soap and towel dispensers throughout the school. Classrooms have been allocated 

with social distancing and the logistics of movement in mind. We think we are in a good position to date 

and are actually ahead of much of what is recommended in the Department's publications. There has 

been a welcome increase in funding for schools, so we plan to continue with this work. 

For those who are in a position to use it, we have set up an online payment facility for the payment of 

the general purpose charge and  the book rental charge. I would encourage all who can use this system 

to avail of it. As you can understand, in the current situation payments are better made online, rather 

than in cash. 

We are aware that we will have children transitioning into Second Class. This may prove to be an added 

challenge and parents may be concerned about this. Ordinarily, we would have an 'open evening', when 

we would meet with parents of incoming children and run through some of the areas of school life and 

answer questions etc. Obviously, this year is different. However, we hope to have smaller group 

meetings with parents of incoming Second Class children sometime in August. We will keep you posted 

on same.  I am sure that many, indeed perhaps most, of you may be a little anxious about how your 

child will handle the transition. If it assuages your fears any, it is my experience that children are 

remarkably adaptable, more so than adults, and they may well surprise you with how well they can just 

get along with things and adapt to new situations. 

We will do our best to keep all parents up to speed with all relevant developments and details, via text 

messages and links to this and other websites. 

The Government will be launching an information and advertising campaign about the return to schools. 

I would ask you to pay attention to any official information. One of the main messages will be about 

keeping children who are sick home from school. This will create difficulties for parents, I am well aware 

of that, but it will have to be something that we all adhere to. 

When we return to school in September, we hope that the school will remain open until June. For this to 

happen, we will need cooperation from all; parents, children, staff and indeed the wider community. 

Doing the right things will need to become the 'new normal', inside and outside of school. Most of the 

right things are simple and can be taught and reinforced at home; handwashing and sneeze and cough 

etiquette are two of the main things. If you could please teach and reinforce with your child the correct 

procedures here, it would be appreciated. 



I can assure you that we are working as best we can to reopen the school in line with the Dept. of 

Education's guidelines. We have done a lot already, but there is more to do. But I am very positive about 

the whole thing. Our aim has always been to open at 9:10 am on September 1st and I see no reason to 

change that. I would encourage you to share my positivity. In the meantime, give some attention to the 

Government's messages on the return to schools, try not to worry too much about it and do your best to 

enjoy the summer.  

Now, I'm off to the Bahamas ….. 

Yours sincerely, 

John O' Donovan 

Principal 

 


