
October  20th 2020 

Dear Parents/ Guardians, 

I hope this letter finds you and your family well. I have a few things that I would like to address with you.  

Household Members Displaying Symptoms of Covid-19 

If your child, or anyone in your household, is displaying symptoms of Covid-19, please do not send your 

child to school. This is the number one thing we can do to keep the virus out of schools and, by extension, out of our 

wider community.  

Travel to and from School 

I would encourage as many children as possible to walk/cycle/scoot to school.  

If you are driving your child to school, consider a ‘park and stride’ option, parking away from the school and finishing 

the journey on foot. 

If you are picking your child up from school I would encourage you to  

 Arrange a spot to meet your child, away from the immediate environs of the school: for example, the 

boardwalk, the park, the library, the Riverbank, in front of the church, the church garden, the small pitch 

gate.  

Parents Waiting on Chapel Lane 

As school ends, there can be a large number of adults gathered on Chapel Lane, right outside the main gate in 

particular. I must say, I am somewhat concerned about this.  

I would encourage you to do the following: 

 If you are parked on Chapel Lane, stay in your car.  

 If you must wait along Chapel Lane, please adhere to social distancing guidelines and maintain a 2m distance 

from others as you wait. There are markings on the wall to indicate 2m.  

 Wait a little away from the main gate, where the crowd may be less. 

 Consider wearing a mask as you pick up your child. It can’t hurt. 

3rd and 6th Classes Home Time 

In order to help thin out the crowds on Chapel Lane at 2:50pm, we have decided to let the 3rd and 6th Class children 

finish up at 2:47pm. All other classes will finish at 2:50pm, as normal. This 3 minute gap will allow the 3rd and 6th 

classes to disperse away from the school. The 3rd and 6th classes will have a lunch break 3 minutes shorter than 

normal, so teaching time will not be affected. School starting times will stay the same for all classes, 9:10am. 

If there are any 3rd or 6th class children who have siblings in 2nd/4th/5th and will be waiting for them after school, they 

can wait the three minutes until 2:50pm inside in the schoolyard.  

This arrangement will begin tomorrow, Wednesday October 21st. 

Mid-Term Break and Books Going Home 

There will be no school next week, Monday 26th-Friday 30th inclusive. School will finish at the normal times this 

Friday 23rd. Unless there are further restrictions and the schools are closed, school will re-open as normal after the 

mid-term break, at 9:10am on Monday 2nd November.  



We will be sending the books home with the children this Friday 23rd. This is a precautionary measure, in case the 

situation changes and schools are closed beyond the mid-term break. I again need to emphasise that we have not 

received any such communication from the Dept. of Education and we do not wish to instil panic or add to any 

rumours, but we think it is best to be prepared.  

Visitors to the School 

As with all schools, we are trying to minimise visitors to the school. As you can appreciate, this makes the school 

safer for all. If you do need to come in to the school, please phone the school office on 045-432174 to make an 

appointment.  

Dropping Things in to the School 

If your child forgets an item and you wish to drop it in to the school, we would ask that you phone the school office 

on 045-432174 before you leave home. This should be for essential items only. Forgotten football gear or art 

supplies …. your child will probably manage the day without these (in other words, these are not essential).  Unless 

you consider it absolutely vital, it is advisable not to pay a visit to the school.  

Flu Vaccine 

The flu vaccine is available free for children aged 2-12. I would encourage you to avail of this. For more information 

see https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/pubinfo/flu-vaccination/flu-vaccine-for-children/ 

Uniform 

As I have said before, we are asking children to ‘layer up’ with vests/t-shirts/tights/Under Armour for the winter 

months. As it may be easier to ‘layer up’ under the tracksuit than the uniform, children can wear their school 

tracksuit on any day that they wish.  There may be days that the teacher specifically requests the uniform to be worn 

but, in the main, you can choose between school tracksuit and school uniform, as suits you. 

Homework 

We have started to give a small amount of homework. Much of this will be learning work, perhaps spellings or tables 

and reading. From time to time there may be other homework, perhaps project work or some art. It was felt that 

‘less is more’ and this type of work was the most beneficial to give children, rather than ‘homework for homework’s 

sake’. We would hope that homework is not the cause of stress in any household; God knows, we have enough 

stress elsewhere without us adding to it. We would encourage parents to take an interest in their child’s homework, 

let them get on with it as best they can and help them if they need it, but try not have it become a battleground. I’m 

sure after the last lockdown, you’ve had your fill of battles …. 

Empty Soap and Spray Bottles 

If you have any empty soap or spray bottles at home, we would have a use for them in school. Please send them in 

with your child, as they empty. This is a collection that will be ongoing for the year ….. or at least until we get a 

vaccine…   

Halloween Dress Up on Friday 

As is traditional, the children can dress up this Friday 23rd. However, we would ask that the children do not have any 

make up/stickers etc on their hands as this may make good hand washing and sanitising more difficult. Also, the 

children are not to bring any handheld ‘props’ with them as part of their costume (no axes, guns, etc), as children 

may get over-excited and be tempted to share these items.  

I will finish with going back to the simple messages of last March: wash your hands, practice cough and sneeze 
etiquette, keep your social distance from others and limit your social contacts.  



 
Stay safe,  
John O’ Donovan,  
Principal 

 

 


