
January 6th 2020 

Please read this letter and the links carefully. 
 
Some important and practical information on how Seesaw works can be found here: 
https://www.patricianprimaryschool.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Using-Seesaw-Guidance-for-
Parents.pdf 

 
Some important and practical information on how Zoom works can be found here: 
https://www.patricianprimaryschool.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Using-Zoom-Guidance-for-
Parents.pdf 
 
Some important and practical information on our school's Remote Learning Plan can be found 
here: https://www.patricianprimaryschool.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/PPS-Remote-Learning-Plan-
for-Parents-.pdf 
 
January 6th 2020 
  
Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 
I hope this letter finds you and your family well. It has been announced that schools will remain 

closed until at least the end of January. For this period, we will move to remote learning. I am sure that we 
are all in somewhat of a state of shock at the situation in which we find ourselves. The explosion in Covid 
cases is beyond anyone’s worst fears and, unfortunately, sees us back in a similar position to last March. I 
have no doubt that many parents will be feeling stressed, overwhelmed and anxious, even if many may not 
wish to admit it.  

 
I would like to briefly address a few things, if I may. Firstly, we may all face up to being cooped up in 

the house pretty much 24/7 for the next few weeks; at the best of times, this will bring problems. In a 
bleak, dark, wet January, these problems may seem all the larger. There will be no outlet outside of the 
home to act as a ‘release valve’. The weather may not even allow much play in the back garden. Nerves will 
get frayed, annoyances will become amplified and, from time to time, tempers will become frayed. This is 
only natural and I think we need to accept this.   

 
I would ask you not to compare yourself to other parents or to other families. Some may give the 

impression of being able to handle this situation with ease. And maybe they are. But most will find at least 
some aspects of the next few weeks difficult. Being on top of each other all day, every day, how could it 
not be? So, if things are difficult, be honest when you’re speaking to your friend/sister/brother and you 
may well find that they are having much the same problems. Every single household in Newbridge is 
different; some households have one child, some have several. Some households have infants who cry all 
night, some households are lucky enough to have older brothers and sisters who can be relied on to help 
out. Some households may have a room to work in, most will only have the kitchen table. All parents 
would do well to avoid comparing their child with other children. All children will learn at different rates. In 
a classroom there's a wide range of levels in all subjects, there's different paces and there are many kids 
working on differentiated levels of work. At home, you’ll have to use your common sense here; if it’s taking 
an hour of tears to get two sums done, maybe it’s time to ask a little less of your child or leave it for now.  

  
All parents need to realise that the kitchen table is not the classroom. I would advise all parents to 

accept this from the outset and manage expectations accordingly. Some days will be good, some days will 
be not so good, and some days will be a struggle. Some days your child may do some work willingly, some 
days they may need a bit of coaxing and some days there’ll be almighty rows. You’ll be expected to run a 
household, whilst having your family under your feet, all day, every day. You may have to work from home 
or take care of, and worry about, elderly parents.  I would ask you to go easy on yourself; you cannot be all 
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things to all people. If you try to be, you’re only setting yourself up to fail. Concentrate firstly on the health, 
both physical and mental, of you and your family. This should be your number one priority.  

 
Whilst it is in no way ideal and is no substitute for the classroom, we are once again forced into 

online learning. I am sure it is with some dread that we all face into the next few weeks. However, it is 
what it is, and we may as well try to get on with it as best we can. No doubt there will be ‘teething 
problems’, for parents, children and teachers alike. We’ll all have to be patient as we get used to online 
learning and we will try to iron out any problems that may arise along the way.  

 
While we realise that online learning cannot adequately replace the classroom, hopefully it will be 

able to offer some structure to your child’s day, keep them even a little bit busy and keep their education 
‘ticking over’. If we’re honest, that’s about as much as can be expected. In a lot of ways, it’s a ‘treading 
water’ exercise. However, I need to emphasise (and I cannot emphasise this highly enough) that any such 
work should not become a source of stress in the household. You’ll have enough stress to deal with, 
without us adding to it. There will be no ‘bare minimum’ we expect. There will be no record kept of who 
engages and who doesn’t. All households will be different and each day you wake up may bring different 
challenges that may see that day’s lessons put on the back burner. And that’s fine. You are your child’s 
main educator and you are the person best placed to make these decisions. Some days, it may be better to 
leave the online learning alone and do some baking, or clean the house, or watch a film together. What I’m 
saying is, the school will not be ‘keeping an eye on’ who’s doing what and making ‘judgements’ about 
parental ability. Every household in the country is different; you may have to adapt what you’re given to 
meet your own particular circumstances.  
  

You might have children of different ages and you might be trying to do different sets of work with 
each of them. This will be, believe you me, incredibly difficult. If you’re lucky, one of the older children 
might be able to help the younger ones. But you can’t be the 2nd Class Maths teacher, the 5th Class Irish 
teacher and, at the same time, trying to help with 3rd Year French. It’s simply not possible. Let them get on 
with it as best they can, otherwise you may find yourself doing it all for them or throwing your hat at the 
lot of it!  
  

A very important message that I need to drive home is that your child will not fall behind in their 
school work. Please believe me when I say this. Most of the work will be revision, reminders and ‘keeping 
the ship afloat’ work. Every other child in the country is in exactly the same position; no one is racing 
ahead and leaving your child behind. When we get back into the classroom, we’ll cover it all again.  
  

One of the great things about the classroom is that the learning that goes on is about so much more 
than just textbooks and copybooks. It’s about making friendships, socialising, arguing with friends, making 
up with friends, helping the person who fell in the yard, working together on a project, playing at break 
times, tidying up the classroom …. All of these are vital aspects of school, as important as how to add 
fractions. So try to remember that not all learning has to be academic; let your children bake a cake, play 
with Lego, dance (‘Girls Just Wanna Have Fun’ on Just Dance is a big hit with the 6th Classes, I hear …), sing, 
play football in the garden, tidy up the house, clear out their old clothes, talking with you … all of this is 
learning and should be valued as much as any Seesaw activity.  
                                          

I would urge you to look after yourself. I would fear that parents will have so many added 
responsibilities now that they may neglect to look after their own health.  Try to find some time for 
yourself in the day. You’ll find it hard to look after your children and loved ones if you don’t first look after 
yourself.  

  
I would ask you to pray that all of our families and all in our community stay healthy and well.   

  



Before I end, I must comment on the children of Patrician Primary School. Since we came back in 
September, the children of our school, from youngest to oldest, have been outstanding. A lot has been 
asked of them, but they have, without any grumbling or complaining, done all that has been asked. Their 
behaviour has been exemplary and that is not due to anything we have done in school, rather it is due to 
the parenting they have received at home. I can say with all sincerity, they have been an absolute credit to 
their families.   

  
If you have any problems with any aspect of remote learning, whether that be accessing Seesaw, 

accessing Zoom, access to devices, etc. please contact the school info@patricianprimary.ie and we will try 
to assist if we can.   
  

Finally, I will sign off with my last pieces of advice; wash your hands, sneeze and cough into your 
elbow, social distance yourself from others, wear your mask, stay at home and stay safe. We hope to see 
all the children back, healthy and well, as soon as possible.  
  
Now, if I can find my passport, I can just about make that Ryanair flight to Lanzarote…..                             
  
Yours sincerely,  
John O’ Donovan  
Principal  
 

 

mailto:info@patricianprimary.ie

