
February 2
nd

 2021 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I hope that this message finds you and your family well. As you are aware, we texted out a Remote Leaning Survey to parents last 

Friday. The aim of this was to inform us of parents’ views on the distance-learning that has been put in place by the school to date and to gain 

some further insight into pressures, difficulties and obstacles that parents may be encountering in the home. 

Rather than going into every question in detail, I will try to give a broad overview of the findings. We got a good response, giving us a 

good sample size and even if you didn’t get a chance to complete it, we hope that the survey is reflective of most parents’ views. 

Seesaw, Zoom and Amount of Work 

Seesaw and Zoom seem to be working well. Most parents are happy with how these are operating and with the amount of work 

being given. We would hope that the use of Zoom keeps your child connected with their classmates and allows them to have at least some 

sense of being part of a class.  

We have noticed a tendency, amongst some of the older classes in particular,  to have their cameras off during the Zooms. We would 

much rather they have their cameras on, we feel that it creates a better learning environment for all. 

Suggested Work 

I do need to emphasise that the work the school supplies is just a suggestion. It is hoped that by supplying these suggestions we can 

help alleviate some of the massive burden that is on parents right now. And I know that some parents will see a list in front of them and, 

naturally enough, want to work their way through the complete list, ticking it off as they go. If this works for you and your child and you’re 

both happy to do this, then go on ahead. But please, do not feel obliged or under pressure to get it all done. Try not to think, “It’s on the list, it 

must be beneficial, so to get the most benefit I should complete it all”. Do not feel disheartened if the list is not all ticked off. Do not think that 

this makes you a less able or competent parent. If completing half the list instead of the full list allowed you and your child to be twice as 

happy, then, please, complete half the list. Your child is not in 6
th

 Year, facing a Leaving Cert; they’re young and they have time on their side. 

Even our 6
th

 Class children will have plenty of time to ‘catch up’ on anything they miss.  

Learning from home: the challenges 

As in the last lockdown, learning from home has obviously posed numerous challenges. This is no surprise and I think all parents 

knew what to expect this time around. I can say without much doubt that most of the difficulties you have in your household are the same 

difficulties that are being found in other households all across the country. I think oftentimes parents are too hard on themselves and think 

that other families are better able to manage, better able to cope; I think you’d find that whatever problems you have, most others are dealing 

with exactly the same thing. We might not always be willing to admit to our struggles, but they are there, with almost every parent in the 

country. I have included the graph of results here; in many ways the graph speaks for itself.  

 

Missing the social aspect of school is the main challenge. Children miss their friends, they miss playing in the yard, and they miss 

being part of a group. At their age, school is as much about socialisation as it is about academics. I am sure if you think back to your primary 

school days, you don’t remember the lesson on adding fractions; you probably remember something funny that happened in class, something 



that involved your friends. Even now, looking at a picture, I can name all of my primary school classmates. So, missing their friends is natural. 

We hope that seeing their friends on Zoom can alleviate this somewhat.  

Motivation is also a challenge. Again, no surprise there. When you walk into a classroom, you can feel the ‘hum’ of work. Children 

‘feed off’ this. Trying to replicate this at home is, quite frankly, impossible. If you add in all the distractions that we have at home (the telly, 

YouTube, the PlayStation), it becomes harder still. It can be hard enough to get them to work in school, never mind get them to work when the 

telly is in the next room! They are children and, if we’re honest, we’d probably have been exactly the same at their age. I can’t imagine there’s 

been any house in the country where there haven’t been rows about schoolwork. I do not imagine there are many, if any, parents who can 

manage to get their child to begin work at 9:10, take a 15 minute break at 10:45, work ‘til 12:30, have their lunch and then work on to 2:50, 

Monday to Friday. In the vast majority of households, it is totally unrealistic to think your child will stick rigidly to this sort of plan. You will have 

to make allowances. Do I suggest that your child stays in bed ‘til 1 pm? No, I do not. Do I suggest that, whilst they work, you stand over them, 

correcting every mistake, ringing a bell to signal break times? No, I do not. You will have to find a medium that maybe allows your child to get 

some work done and maybe allows you to maintain your sanity. Where this medium is, only you can decide. Insofar as possible, try to let them 

work on their own, at least for some of the day. If you feel the work is taking up too much of the day, I would advise choosing to do less. If the 

motivation on that day is particularly lacking, you might choose some of their more favoured subjects. 

 Many parents are now working from home. This is problematic for any number of reasons. You may be working from the sitting 

room or the kitchen table. Your child might be trying to work from the same table. You might have to leave a Zoom work meeting to break up a 

row between your children. You might have one computer in the house, that you need for work but you’re also trying to share it with your 

child for their Seesaw work. Trying to juggle a day’s work while helping your child will be incredibly difficult; there is no escaping this. It might 

be made harder by having two children who need help; now you have to be the 2
nd

 class teacher and the 6
th

 class teacher. It might be made 

slightly easier by having an older child who can help the younger child. But it will be difficult. Something might have to give. If the child can’t 

complete their maths because you had to get some work done, it’s not the end of the world. You don’t need to explain this to us or offer 

excuses; sometimes something just has to give.  

 Other households have both parents working outside the home. To do a day’s work, often in difficult and stressing circumstances, 

arrive home at 7pm and then face into home-learning ….  I can’t see this as being sustainable, even in the short term. It’s difficult to square this 

circle. If you’re lucky, your child may be old enough to work away on their own steam or they may have an older sibling to help them. Parents 

will want to do the best by their child but if you’re tired and irritable after a day’s work, inside or outside the home, perhaps it is not the best 

time to tackle schoolwork. Maybe a bit of family time would be a better use of your time.  

 Stress in the household also deserves attention. Health concerns are obviously there for everyone. Probably more so if you or your 

family have members in ‘at risk’ groups. Many of you will be looking after, and worrying about, elderly parents. Some of you will be sleep 

deprived as a result of having a new-born in the house. Many families in Newbridge will have lost jobs. Many more will be worried about 

whether they will have a job or a business to go back to. Some of you may be business-owners facing an uncertain future, perhaps forced into 

the difficult position of having to lay off staff, knowing full well the impact this will have. For all, being cooped up for the last six weeks at home 

will obviously have caused moments of tension. I doubt there is a house in the country that has not experienced some fraying of tempers. 

Stress at this time will probably be unavoidable. It is a fact of adult life; we worry about our family’s health, we worry about paying the 

mortgage, we worry about paying the bills. But, please, I would ask you, insofar as you can, not to worry about your child’s education. They will 

not fall behind. Every child in the country is in the same boat. Let this be one less thing to worry about; God knows you have enough else on 

your mind. 

Devices 

If you do not have access to enough suitable devices in your home, please do not hesitate to contact the school and we will do the 

best we can to lend you a device.  

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. I hope that it has gone some way towards addressing any issues that you may have. 

If you need to contact the school for any reason, please email info@patricianprimary.ie or phone 045-432174. 

In the meantime, do take care of yourself and your family 

As ever, stay safe, 

John O’ Donovan 

Principal 

You might find these sites useful: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/together/?referrer=/together/ 

https://www.npc.ie/helpline-information 

mailto:info@patricianprimary.ie
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/together/?referrer=/together/
https://www.npc.ie/helpline-information

