
Letter to Parents June ‘21 

Dear Parents,  

I wish to inform the Parent Body of Patrician Primary School that I will be retiring from my position 
as Principal on the 30th of June 2021. I have spent 40 years in the ‘FIELD’ of education beginning back 
in 1981 and spending the last 22 years of it as Principal here. In fact, my association with Patrician 
Primary School goes back much further than this as I, like your child now, was a pupil in the school 
from 1967-1972. 

During my time here, I have worked with many parents on the Parents Association and on various 
Boards of Management who have done trojan work representing you on various projects to promote 
the school and make it into the wonderful, dynamic, vibrant, child-centred school that it is now. 

To the Parents who sat on committees, who drove all over supporting teams, who came and 
supported the School Band on days off, who made accessories for school shows, who fundraised for 
school equipment, who came to the school to support class performances and to those with whom I 
would chat to at the gate……..thank you sincerely for all your support throughout! I have appreciated 
every minute of it and no doubt will miss it all in the future.  

Regardless of who takes over at the helm for September, I know that there exists in the Patrician 
Primary School, a hard-working, dedicated and committed crew on staff so you need have no 
worries concerning the continuation of the commitment that currently exists today.  

To the children of Patrician Primary School, past & present, I wish to say a huge ‘Thank You’. You 
have made my job, both as a teacher and subsequently as Principal so enjoyable and rewarding 
through the years but especially of late during these dreadful ‘Covid-19’ times. Your behaviour has 
been exemplary which reflects positively both on you and on your parents/families.  

I have received many good wishes and cards from so many but one that especially stands out is 
where a junior child on a card wrote of me … 

‘I’m so sorry that you are Living’ 

                                                               I know the feeling!   

Finally, you probably felt that I was joking when I mentioned all those exotic foreign places that I 
intended to visit in my contact with you during ‘lockdown’. I Never Joke! This was all part of a bigger 
plan. I now intend to put that plan into practice.  

The final whistle is about to go!  

There will be no ‘injury time’.  

There will be no ‘extra time’. 

 There will be no ‘penalties’.  

It’s time to leave the ‘FIELD’.  

 

God Bless you all, 

                               John O Donovan  


