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Dear parents / guardians, 

 

What a year it has been! Even without any school closures, COVID seemed to loom large over all of us this school 

year. With the long summer evenings upon us, the memory of pods, contact-tracing and children wearing masks is 

thankfully starting to drift. The return of tours, after-school activities and full yards has made school life seem like we 

are getting back on track. Hopefully, next year will be when our communications to you are mainly about forgotten 

lunchboxes, skinned knees and all the usual events that take place in school. 

I want to take this opportunity to say thank you to all the families who have made me feel so welcome in my first 

few months in Patrician Primary School. It has been a whirlwind start to my time here but the kindness of everybody 

in the community has been clear to see. There are very few of you who didn’t get a phonecall from me at the start of 

the year to say that you were a close contact. In a way, it was lovely to have the chance to say a first hello to so many 

of you. That’s about the only positive thing I can think of to come out of COVID.  

As for the children, I am still in the lengthy process of learning all the names and they are quick to remind me when I 

get them wrong! They are all a credit to their families though. The good manners and politeness from pupils 

schoolwide is great to see. I’ve been really impressed by the positive atmosphere in the school as well as the warm 

relationships the children have with the staff, who all work so very hard to support your children. As with any school, 

there will arguments, disagreements and bumps in the road but there is laughter in the corridors and the classrooms 

here everyday. Our new motto is “Work Hard. Be Kind. Have Fun”. If that is the only school rule that children take 

with them from their years in Patrician Primary, then we will all have done a good job.  

Have a fantastic summer everyone and we will be back open for business on 1st September 2022 for another year to 

remember, hopefully for all the right reasons this time. 

Best wishes, 

David Dempsey (principal). 

   

 

 

 


