
Happy Christmas 
First of all, I want to wish you all a merry Christmas and healthy holidays. It has been a busy term and I hope 
you all have a wonderful time over Christmas. Thank you to all the children who have worked incredibly hard 
this term, to their families for your constant support of the school and to the staff for their hard work in 
making this place as special as it is. There is a lovely atmosphere around the school, both inside and out, and 
this all comes from working together to make the children’s school experiences as positive as possible. I hope 
you all get a chance to have a well-deserved rest at some point over the break. Happy Christmas everyone! 
 

Return to School 
School will close at 12pm on Wednesday 21st December. We will reopen at the usual times on Thursday 5th 
January. 
 

Carol Service 
The school carol service will be returning on Tuesday 20th December at 1:30pm in St. Conleth's Parish Church. 
Families are welcome to attend. Please remember to be mindful of the following church guidelines: 

 Younger children should be supervised at all times 
 Please keep aisles and exits clear if you have prams etc 
 Smoking is not permitted anywhere on church grounds 

 The service should last approx. 30-40 minutes. Parents can collect their children after the service from their 
classroom door. Massive thanks to Mr. Cormac O’Shea for leading this initiative. 
 

Parent Association  
Many thanks to the Parent Association for all their hard work this term. I won’t go into too much detail as they 
have been busy with their own newsletter. However, the below Lotto notice should be of great interest to 
many of you. The school Lotto is a great way for the school to raise funds to help the children, so all support is 
greatly appreciated. On top of that, we have already had one winner of the big cash prize this term, so it is 
worth signing up! 
 

As a way of saying thank you, everyone who has a ticket in our weekly fundraiser lotto on 15th December, will 
automatically have a chance to win some great prizes in two draws - the Patrician Primary School - Newbridge 
fundraiser lotto draw and also in a National Draw. This national draw is run by the service provider ‘Our 
Fundraiser’ and includes all organisations with an ‘Our Fundraiser’ lotto. 
Prizes include: 

· 3 x PLAYSTATION 5’s 
· 2 Night Break at the FOTA ISLAND 5 Star Hotel 
· Pair of HARRY STYLES tickets 
· Pair of MICHAEL BUBLÉ tickets 
· 4 x Deluxe Christmas Hampers. 

Please visit our website for more details https://www.ourfundraiser.ie/org/ppsn   
 

School Website and Policies 
Our school website www.patricianprimaryschool.ie is always being updated. Families will find plenty of useful 
information there. Our most recently updated policies include school rules on ‘healthy eating’, ‘uniform’ and 
‘smart devices’. It would be a good idea for all families to familiarise themselves with these documents.  
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Sports 
It has been fantastic to have sport and activities back in the school this year. Our swimming sessions in The 
Gables were a huge success and we hope to have this service back again next year. 
 

Meanwhile, our breaktime Soccer Mini-League is proving a huge success with some great goals, great assists, 
great saves and great games! Many thanks to Mr Moloney, Mr O’Shea, Mr Fogarty, Mr Headon and Mr Stone 
for running this initiative during their lunchbreaks. 
 

A new league starts every Monday - if you are a boy or girl in 5th or 6th class, why not come along and give it a 
try? Just bring in an old pair of runners and an old tracksuit (or shorts to wear under your school tracksuit) that 
you can always leave in school.  
 

Illness 
The children have been fantastic at continuing good habits with sneezing into elbows, handwashing etc. As a 
result, we have been relatively COVID free this term in the school. It is important to stay vigilant though. 
Please remember the following rules if your child is unwell:  
 If your children are sick, they should not come to school 
 A note from a parent/guardian should be given to class teacher when your child returns from being absent 
 Please only contact the school if your child has a serious or contagious illness. It is not necessary to contact the 

school in the event of a cold, stomach bug etc. 

Change of contact details 
If you have recently changed your phone number, address or details of emergency contacts, please let the 
school office know on 045 432 174 or at info@patricianprimary.ie as soon as possible. 

Sacraments 
6th class will be making their Confirmations on the following dates: 

- Tuesday 21st March @ 11am – Parish Church:   Mr O’Shea + Ms Ryan  
- Wednesday 22nd March @ 11am – Parish Church:  Mr Moloney 

 

2nd class will be making their First Holy Communions on the following dates: 
- Sat 6th May @ 11am – Parish Church:   Ms Heffernan + Ms Callaghan 
- Sat 6th May @ 1.30pm – Parish Church:   Mr Headon 

Cyber Safety 
With many pupils looking for mobile devices this Christmas, it is important to be mindful of cyber-safety. Sites 

such as Snapchat and Tiktok can cause problems for parents and these problems can often leak 
into school. We cannot investigate incidents that happen outside of school but we can support and 
advise parents involved in a cyber-bullying situation as much as is practical. The below link has 
lots of useful information on the dangers of social media for children, including advice on legal 
age limits for certain sites and suggested parenting apps that can help with monitoring usage. It 
is definitely worth reading. 

A Parent's/Carer's Guide To Social Media Platforms (ispcc.ie) 

Term 2 
The second term will be just as busy as the first next year. Amongst other things we will be observing ‘Catholic 
Schools Week’, holding our first ever ‘principal-for-a-day’ raffle for one lucky pupil and celebrating our annual 
Patrician Foundation Day. For updates on all the fun activities that go on in our school, keep an eye on our 
Twitter page @PPSNewbridge  

 
Best wishes, 
David Dempsey (principal) 
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